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MIKE KELLEY DOESN'T APOLOGIZE FOR FIGHTING
FOR HIS CLIENTS —OR GETTING RICH OFF THEM
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Billion-dollar asbestos litigator Mike Kelley doesn’t apologize

for fighting like hell for his clients — or getting rich off them.

BY MicHaEL TawacKl

ik Kelley remembers John Levak.
Levak was 40, A Yietnam vet.
Aun acoountant. A hushand.
A dying man.
it was the mid-1980s and Kelley
arrived at Levak's Mayficld Heights bungalow to
find three doden Lwyers camped out in the front
yard waiting to depose his client, Levak was
afficted with mescthelioma, a death sentence in
which cancer fills the space around the lungs,
heart and abdomen, crushing the victim from
insiche. Ashestos exposure during a stint as a bod
ermaker that put Levak throwsh accounting
school after the war was most certainly to blame
*l rermember sitting there with him,” Kelley
says, “He's got a daper on because he can't con-
trol anything, He's all shot up with whatever
drugs they were giving him at the time. His wife,
Judy, worked at 5aks and sold shoes, She had to
go to work every day and couldn't stay home to
nurse him because he didn't have any health
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insurance, To cover this disease it could cost any-
where from $150,000 to 5250,000 for the kst
12 1o 18 months,

“And Il never forget this, she made a meat-
loal,™ he says. "It was [Levak's] fvorite food,
And he said, ‘Mike, could you cut my meatioaf
for mee? | can'e cut " ™

Keliey did his cient one better. He fed him his
meatioaf.

"He was a very proud 40-pear-old man and
here his lowyer is feeding hirm as he 5ts at the
table,” he soys. "He couldn’t eat. He couldn't
swallow:. It was a terrible thing,

“I recall walking out and reling everybody,
"You're not going to be taking his deposition
todry.” | couldn®t case his pain, but | made him a
comimitment that his wife would never lade the
house and that the bills would get paid.”

Kielley kept his promse, but Levak didn't le
kong encugh o see his AUorney Sty rue 1o
his word.
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Kielley has vodumes of these aonies; the
names Change but the diseese alwanys sms
il sarme, He les spent twio decaichs quomn-
tifying his clients’ sufforing into dolker
ampounts. I seems oold and callous, but it's
justice acconding bo our begal Srsbem,

Ashestis Hrigation has broughe Kelley a
national repatation and the success that
affords a et of huxury cars, privaie jets,
million-doliar mes and a seake inan
arena football veam. He has no regrets.
Kelley makes no apalogies fior his line of
work or the lvish irappings of sucoess.

“Ir's unformunate tday — and it crosses
the poitical spectrom — than we beat the
Tl o o people wiv e successiuld and
we say there's something wrong with
suceess,” Kelley save, “[n's almost a if you
Theave 1o et st thar you'ne success
Mol Aurwell o Korwow et 1" o
ashamed of i [ could care bess.

“Beimg successiul is a good thing,” be
says. “I learned a very important lesson
vexrs ago: You don't get jeabous of some-
o you compete with them. If someone
heas something you weant, then you figure
U 4 way to get "

Kelley, 540, is the premicr ashestos
clicms atormney in Chio, and one of the
mager playvers in the nation. While some
predicied the demise of ssbestos litiga-
thon &s earky as the 1990k, Kelley has been
at the: forefromt of s comchack, bringing
himsell business suocess from a carciiol
begal balance he strock eary on, mining
amd hexmid ling mvaltiple cases st a time
rather thean on a case-by-case basis.

His clienis ne working men amd
winmich ke Joha Levak and his Emly,
wiho are alficred whith a cancer, a disability
of a death they never countbed on.

“I have to laugh, because everybody
thinks thar people v file brasuits are
just looking v hit the lottery,” Kelley
says. “1've yet o fimd somchody who's
bost an cve of @ hung and thinks of inas a
botiery.”

Instead of the rraditional scorched-
earth podicy, Kelley has taken the innova-
tive approach of working with the couns
o fimeing wesalutbons and bying the
groundwork for how asbestos cases ane
being handlex.

Thee boatom linee: Whiere thene was
once nothing, Kelley has created a signafi-
cant force in asbestos Htlgation. This year
abme, Kelley has successfully negotiated
miare than 3500 million in scttlements for
hiis clienis, and has personally sebtled
muare than §1 bllion throughout his
career. His firm = Kelley & Ferraro LLF =
has mare than 35,000 asbestos cases filed
in Cinahoga County, a hothed for this
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typee oof litigation,
As he's fond of saying: “1'mnof just a
lawyer. I'm a businessman.”

ashestos Hiigation, Kelley is decmed
ither 3 savior or sinner.

Society casts oo very different spot-
lights on asbestos [igaors: legal wanmors
artling for the Comumn man, or ligious
fat cats booking to Ijrmﬂ'rcirmpm;hﬂ.;
with the spoils of other people’s misery
wihile exacting a costly vendetta against
CONPORE Americ,

Eclley s skills in the cogmroom and at
the negotiating tible are sugmented by a
tenacious, bulldog manner znd a blune,
tellyvadike-it-is demeanor.,

“I'm a prick in the counoom. 'ma
prick at the negotiating table,” he says.
“But that's all part of the show., "

Kelley i a fair antormey’ @l G indbvid-
wal whio always puts his best foot forwand
wihen it comes (o his clients, savs Dick
Enoth, an attomey with Bricker & Eckler
LLF s has faced ol againse Kelley.
Enodh adds Kelley has a distasge for inefli-
cicnl back amd forth and docsn 't wasie

time with procodural jockeving,

I:lh: mudtibillion-dodlar workd of

with those he squexres off agaknsg during
Htigation. Swonds adom Kelley's office

o the 19th floor of the Penton Badlding
in dowmiown Cleveland. He's acguined
the blades over the years because the
samural engaged in banbe with a clash of
swrods hefione sitting doven o amihly
negoitiate with wonds,

Aost antomecys agree there's no sane
reason to bum bridges in this line of
work, As Kelley says, the antics and the-
airics that go on in the countroom or
around the negotiating table are all part
of the game of ashestos Htigation.

Cme hotly contested practice is the
prosvicing of medical sorecnings io ke
groaps of workers — pypécally an unkon
halls — o fined incividuals with heng scars
calbed plevral plague. Opponents o
screenings dismiss on-site Andings — ovps-
Cally sheachows on a lung X-ray — as being
caused by any number of diseases, and
not necessarily from asbesaos fibers. The
practice accounts for why there ane so
many cases filed,

Toventysfive years ago, |;|I:1|1|if|'s At
MEYS WEne suing companies that mined,
marketed and made asbestos prodhudcs,
says Mike O'Connell, a corporate defense

“THE TRUTH IS [CORPORATIONS] EXPOSED MILLIONS
OF PEOPLE [TO ASBESTOS] FOR A LOT OF YEARS, KNEW IT, AND
DIDN'T GIVE A SHIT ABOUT IT,” MIKE KELLEY SAYS.

He doles out a beating in the begal ring,
bt ot Tor the sk of just dodng it,
Knoth says. Kelley knows how close e
ﬂctlﬂil:‘.lptﬁlillu:li.m:.

“Absul S or sevien years ago, Mike
WS in nepeiations with some other
welkknown amomeys who D won't men-
tion, but these wene named natiomal
amorneys,” Knoth says. “We wene irying
1o put together a sculement fund and
thiere wene Certain stipulations for the
fusmd Mike wasn't willing 1o go along wath
because he belicvad they could have
projuticed his chems” interests in the
cvent of a banknupocy. He pat his foo
down on a major issue amd liverally gor up
and walled out.

“tome of the other arormeys did nod
wank to get up and beave the table and s
theere writh theeie beats ou,” hee says. “ In the
enid, Mike was the ondy one wino got
muney anc ultimarely received a large ser-
tement. The company wenl ineo bhank-
rupcy, and it urmed oot Mike was rght.”

However, outside the courtroom,
Kelley tries to keep cordial relatonships

attoemey with Suiter, O°Connell,
Mannion & Farchione in Cleveland,
Tusdlay, thee pllaingiffs bar has evolved into
pursuing produces that may or may noi
have had a small comiponent of ashestos
in it and re presenting individuals who
may have had casual contact with those
prociucts, he sys.

“While | belicve Mike genuinchy cares
alsiant his Cliemts, it can't be denled
they e gaing after people whio had some
mimascule asbestos content in a product
years agn,” OFConnell says. “Whether that
content contribafed b disere Ka scien
tific question. However, the number of
[ashesos-relared] filings say we have an
cpidennic. Something is amiss here.”

Kelley defends the practice.

“The truth is [corporations] exposed
millions of peaple [0 ashestos] fora kot
ol years, knew i, and didn't give a shit
abou ir,” he says. “They figured it°'d be
somenne clse's hesdache someday.”

That ashestos hisudache could end up
costing %200 billion, acoonding to a study
released by the RAND Instivute of Civil



Justice in Seplember 002, with plain
LTS atormeys taking an average contine
pency fee of 40 percent

However, killing companies isn't his
joby, Kclley says, He's mot in the revenge
business, either. Instead, he sees his rode
as part of the check= and balances on cor-
pOfabe AMETIC

[ el clienis up froa: “This s not

Ao A proanned o Fleshe IS absou Bair and

resonable compensation,” © he savs.
“The truth is there's limited resources
with the compandes and the insurance
companies, Sure, voul might win a mal-
rmillivendollar awand @t trial, bt in the bag
Ecinre, dhoes oodlecti ng 10 oenis o the
dhedllar benefit yvour clieng I yoa pan the
company oant of business**

Kelley estimates that as ey s U per
cent of his cases are settled thirough
negotiations. Recently, Kelley & Ferrano

struck dieals with weEnts ke Hallaburron
Co, Homevweell Ine, and Plizee Inc., as
wirll & Uwens Comang and Lincolan
Ebecinic bocally,

W ey (00 resolve Thangs so that

they"re dmihie best interests of our clicns,

the: people we sue and the ECONGTY i

general,” Kellew savs, *Ti's a hand halance

soumeetimies, bast that’s what we ey o dio
Aowillingness to comparomidse leaves an

COCEring inmprcsseom on Corporae
diefonse anormeys. They appreciate and
respect Relley's global understanding of
thie asbestos issue: that you don’t kill the
poose it bys the golden epps. In addi-
tion, 3 bg-picture understanding affonds
Iiim an approciation [r insurance issocs
the nuances of logal representation ansd
the problems that the ghn of ashestos i
waaon has cansed the industry and com
panies.

“Mike has taken the initiative to sock
oul scdutions o the Eact that a kurge mum
ber of cases lave been filed, not ondy by
him, bt By other anemeys acnoss the
Conniry,” O Conmell says. “He's taken il
approach that the worst cascs shoudd be
Eiven the anention of atbomeys and the
ooaerts. Al the end of the day, Mike is iry
ing o do the mght thing for lis clients, 18
oppsised vo irving [o indbior a faral blow to
imduseey.”

cllcy grew up in Cleveland

Heighes, the oldest in a mdddle

bxss Irish-Cathobic Gumily that
included a vounger brother, Ed, an
adrmaniserator for domestic relations
ot and e peart-tirme mayor of
Cleveland Heighis, and younger sisters
Suisan, who works bor The Clevelan:d
Climic, and Mary, a schoal teacher

Hi= father, Edward J., was a Clevelamd]
fircfighter, spending two decadesat the
alh Howse, Squacd 3 — e city's
orginal rescne squad an Eas D05 Street
and Superior Avene. He followned daar
with 10 years s the Mo 1 the Teadegucr-
ters for the Burcau of Emergency and
Rescue services. bdwand ). Kelley died
five vears ago

Margaret was the family matrizech, a
snny-a-home mam wiho kept the Books at
SEANDS She stll lives in Clevelansd
Heights, Relley onedits his msother fior his
cass wWilh COmmmunECIlion.

“| bearmedd a long time o that the
Best COmMAMGCEOTS e Eood steners,”
e says. Case in point, Kelley seldom
akes naes. [na logal proceeding or in
conversation, Kelbey, i the detriment of
EVETY thing else, focuses on a single item
&L 3 .

The three-bedroom, onc-bath home at
Cotlar and Lee oomds was a cradle of liboral
thesaighit foe the kelley childoen.

“Uhir family has a sieomg sense of social
jusERCe, and @rowing up i Uhe "o and

s were very pro-hennedy and very
liberal,” Ed Kelley says: “Mike had 2 vhirs
fior politics and a thirst for social justios in
hils teenagme vears.”

Kelley sensed the new American awak-
cning taking place in the Tk, and its
theadism hesvly influenced his teenage
revche

It was 3 great generaton to become
™ btdcally active i, ® hie savs, “We started
thee ‘fos asbeep and we ended the "Gk in
thee sreets”

Strong ideals encouriged the Kelley
children to betier thedr mdnds, And with
the youmgg Mike, it wrould bead (o an inter-
el i lawe
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“lakways wanted to b a lawyer,” e
says. “From my parents [ gpof 2 real sense
of justioe and faimess in this country,
Absay, those God-glven talents | have —
which are few in number = bead very
well ino the practice of law. You have to
b a good commasndcator [and] care
b pul'uplu |Practicing o] was
:Il"i'l-'H:l"'i adream.

Kelley amended 51, Ignatis High
School, oiven hitchhiking o school with
his baxllies to save bos Guore on the West-
haasned trip to the school's Ohio Ciy cam-
pus Like Kelley, many af his choms wene
sons of cops and firemen, and foost
worked 1o pay fortheir private cduca-
tion. For Kelley, that was euming 52 an
houar at a Cleveland Heights dairy {Dean
Dairy, which s then Hillside Dairy,
sth of which are defunct). He spent
nights, days and any spane Hime in
between doing everything from shovel-
ing lce to driving a delivery treck 1o scrv-
Ing as the dairy’s night watchman, all
jodha e did thiroogh law scloaol.

Theose who knew Belley ap St gnatios
chescribee a gosisd-lnamonedd young man
who exhibited a strong intclligenoe bl
wazsn't amogant. They remember Kelley
asa guiet leader and a person of [FTNhT)
opinkons. Besides a year of basciall,
Kelley's sport of choioe in high school
WS CAmpLs politics.

*Mike becd by example,” says Peter
Carfagna, an hpratins classmarte and gen-
eral counsel at [MG. =1 wooulidn't say he
was intense, but when he sat down 1o get
a fob done he didn’t stop antil it was
over, He always thougiht [issncs] through
and could back [his opinions] up and nol
hack down easily. You respectod poople
likce: theat, ancl he's sxill thar weay roday.”

Kelley carmed dicprecs in history and
pu:llitin:_'.ll sCienoe, 45 wicll 45 4 mano in
Latin, from Case Westerm Reserve
University. In addition, Kelley mounted
an unsuccessiul id for sane representa-
Eive seans in 1972 and 1974 whidle an
undergraduate, and comtinued vo wiork
o aumber of political campaigns for
bscal Democrars.

It was a grean time 10 be [ politcally]
imvolved in this country,” Kelley savs
“Politics wasa 1 such a bad thing back
theen. There were 3 logof social Bsues,
anwd a1 beast for my generation, [political
imvelvement] bocame a social acthity.”

Following graduation fireon CWRL,
Kelley went 1o work for George
Vioinovich, then Coyahoga County’s audi-
o, diving office work. Eight months lager
Eelley moved on (o take a positbon in the
stane audivor’s office, devotlng cvenings

FUHE 092

ti stucly 3t Cleveland-Marshall College of
Law. He graduated on time in three years,
and describes the cxperience as a “pain

i e aass.”

“1was absolurely rotivated 1o get ihe
bl ot il e, ™ e savs. = You have to be
very disciplined and you have nao e for
thiee years. That's the bBotbom line. | think
1'weas well comnditioned for that because |
Tenid ez il in college or high school, §had
a pood life but | didn't spend the week
ends ... bet me put it this way: When they

chosed oo the campuses in [May 14570]
Becase of Kent Srane | was really appy
Becauee | could work asore, ol smnokie
dhope and sit an e strecl COMmer MOAning
abrout the Country.”

elley graduated Irom Cleveland-
KMLLT.‘-JE." anel in 1982 Went
wiork or personal injury anomey

Hobon E. Swoocmcy, wihom he'd met
therough local political circles some years

carlier, Kelkey couldn’t have hiad 3 betver
mentor to leam the ropes i ashestos
linkzutbon and establish a promising
carcer, bat Sweency would later prove to
b o nemesis who srould neady derail
that career,

Swreeney, a former Cuyahoga Counry
commisséoner and LS. represcuiative,
holds the privilcge of AEng the st
ashestos claim in (. In 1978, Saocncy
assisted in the uncovering of soking
gun documents, held by the son of an

ashestios company oamner, that indicated
ashesios mamuicturers conspired for
half a centary to keep the health hazands
of ashestos exposune from workers and
clients. [n the late-19T0s and an into the
19810s Sweeney secuned multimillion-gol-
lar settlements for his cliems — primaly
ashesios workers and their Fumilics.

Thee 1980s wene a very pood time to be
dioingg asbestos ltigation in Cleveland.
With frs rust beelt roots, this region was a



hathbed For asbestos cases, And an this
more liligation and kess case pesolutbon
because com panics were willing o Gghit
i ol in oot

“1t weas a oo time v e oy trade
and my crall,” Kelley says of those eardy
vears with Sweeney. “Motonly in the
oo, bat those skills beneficial
now, [such as] being able to negotiate
andll ke coniacts ot caby fn Chdo bot
across the country,”

Kelley lefi Soreeney in Movember 1989
afier a Biled menger between Sweeney's
firm v Climaco, Lefkowitz, Peca,
Wikcox & Garofoll Co. LPA in Cleveland.
Eelley then poinod Climaco in Janusery
150 1o practice ashesios and personal
injury litigation. In Fehouary 1900,
Sweeney forwanded an afidavit io the
Cuyvahagea County Prosecuton’s Office
alleging Kelley stobe from him.

“We had a lot of co-counsel armange-
manis with people,” Kelley sys,
*[Anather firm] may get the cases, but
they coubdn't operate the cases and they
refenred them g0 [Sweeney's finm | with
referml armangements, Amd o compen-

=il his father was unapmilabde for com-
meeni and his frm would have no come-
mésnt on the matter,

In late March 1990, Kelley sued
Sweency, clalming libel and accusing his
formier boss of defamation, The appellate
court woakd eventually nule that
Sweeney had an absolute privilege o
nuake whatever claims he wished alsou
Kelley i the County [riseCubor.

By latc April 155H), the prosecuston’s
edffice halied its investigation of Kelley,
absolving him of any alleged wrongdoing.

“After a full proseculon’s investigation
vl & ] [eiwil] brial §onme ot shod up
il af hales like Swiss clwese,” e says.
*Pouat T still stanaking. 1'm hene now.”

The last time: Kelley hacl any commamn-
cation with Sweeney wak acnss the trial
itahle whille waiting for the jury to deliber.
ate. [ passed him a node [that sadd): Tm
youur worst nightmare.” ~

Uhoer the yvears, ontside parties have
attempaed o get Kelley and Sweeney
together, giving them an oportunity b
el fences. Kelley has declined.

=1 e mo reson 0 speak o him,”™ he
L= 8

“IT'S ALMOST AS IF YoU HAVE To BE ASHAMED THAT
YOU'RE SUCCESSFUL,” KELLEY SAYS. “AND YOU KNOW WHAT!?
I'M NOT ASHAMED OF IT. | COULD CARE LESS.”

sabe mee, | was being paid oot of those Jdif:
ferend refermal amangemenis, anad
Sweeney claimeed i was all a forgery, that
he didn"t knosw amything aboast B, which
was all bullshit,”

Front-page coverage ensued doe bo
Kelley's staios as boand chairman of the
Cleveland Public Library,

“It was ane time where someone is
accised of something and com say; ‘Twel-
come the investigation,” © Kelley says.

His higher eamings, coupled with his
uncficiad “heir apparent” stanus with
Robert Sweency, caused friction with
other Sweeney family members at the firm
and beft him in the middle, Kelley says.

“Frosm roy peerspective, they wene trys
ing to sha me dowm from doing what |
am dodng now,” Kelbey says, “From my
pl:tq:m:lh'c hack then, 1 was nmming
everything, doing everything. ['m sore in
Tis hert af heans [Sweeney | would love
preferred his children would have cor-
tinmed w run [the Grm for him).”

Amtempts to contact Roben E
Swrecriicy, mirw retined, resulted in a call
froo his son, Roben P Sweeney, wia

Koelley thrived at Clmaco and
continwed to hone lis skills lor asbesios
litigation.

“Foxcus is a key wond when describing
Mlike Kelley as an attormey,” siys John
Peca, an attormey with the firm. “He
chanmels his energy into that case and
whisesn't sbop until it's done.”

Asbesgos litigation is a maze filled with
muance-kuden desd ends, such as tracing a
victinm s exposane io the substanoe, who
manulipciured e ashestos and S0 on.
Kelley's reputation contimucd o groe,
vt anly for Tis prowess al the negotiar-
ing table, bt akso for his willingness 1o
take a case 1o thial against some of the top
COFpORILE AILOMEYs in the country.

By 1997 it was tme for Kelley o srke
ot o s o

Bz it 1o be his own boss sue-
faced in June 1997, and Kelley
nocdod o scranch L.

“He called me and xsked whan 1 was
doing after a council mecting,” says his
beother, Bd. * “Why don’t you come amd
have a becr with me?

“He said po me, “1'm chinking abou
Reving the Lo i and going ot on my
own,' ~ Ed Kelley says. 1 told Mike he
absolutely had wdoin. I he waits st
e five o 10 years it"d B o Labe”

For Kelley, this was still 2 wough deci
sion. He was 45 vears old and eniering
the paeak years of his professional career.

=1 always wanted 1o do it on oy own,”
hic says. “Ba it gets neal scary wien you
have a wile and kicds, bam it was time.”

Baut 1o procecd he'd need a partner,
and he decided v ap Miami ashesios
altommey James Ferrano, wihom hed
Erooen simce the e 1980

Ferraro is a Greenwich, Conn., mative
who anended college and Liw school in
Miami and never lelt. Ferran, five years
Kelbey's jumios, staned his fism in May
1985 with a pair of panners wiho proved
1o be big disappoinrments.

“They were two lazy guys,” Ferraro
says. “1 bounoed them out [in 1967]. 1
dlicin’t weant vo deal [with pariners| amy-
more. The firm was sucocssiul enough
and [ neever impended to have 3 panner
again in my life.”

Ferraro is mo slowch when i comes (o
thee ashestos game.

En 1995, Ferraro received 36,25 millon
Tor a mesotheloma case (Graloil vs.
Orvens-Corning Fibengtas Corp.) — the:
Lirgest compensatory awand in Florkd i
dare. In 1997, he was awarded $5 million
{Mekenna vs. Owens-Commdng Fibenglas
Cioep. 3, the highest jury verdict inthe
United Stares fora single, non-malignant
asbesios case.

Kelley and Ferrara from Hme 1o dme
e spaoken about the prospects of Creat-
it 2 firm. Actueally, Ferram spent masch
ol those discussions Urying o comvinoe
Eelbey wo relocare to Miamd, b famiby
oldigations kept him i Cleveland.

“Ir ok a number of years o fgure out
the right mix and the right opportunitis
amid nr knowr thee right oppomundtics
were oul there,” Kelley says.

“Honestly, [ don't know wihe brought
it wip firse, ban when we did, we both
agreed it sounded ke 3 good klea,”

[ - 1997, Kelley lefi Climaco
anid with two lawyers and two secretanics
et 1o work 2 Kelley & Fermam LLF,
Toshary, the firm has grown po 25 lawyers
and T5 suppor cnployess,

I mdlakivhon to thedr Cleveland-based
panmership, Fermno contimees to nain-
taim his own practioe in Miami,

S0 how does a gy from the Sunshine
Seate and a guy from the North Coast nian:
age a longdistance business partnership?

“In =ix years we've never had a dis

INSIDE BUSINERS
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pute, we've never had an argument over
money, prifessionalism, women . idtl
inge.” Kelley says. = The chemistry works.
T brguiime: further into that chemisery, 1
o't cane. It just works well.”

Ferrano says he admires his pariner's
honesty anc frankness

“We hadl a meceting in Arceona [im 19959)
amd It was 2 big mecting for a national sct-
tlement with Oweens Coming,” Fermano
says, “They hadl Jasbestos] fimas from all
over the country at this thing.

“It was a sout of country-Westemn barkse-
o seiting,” he says. “Mike and [ were sit-
ting down with Sam Daomaldson at a pic-
nic izhle when the chairmn of Owens
Coming came over with this big plate of
ribws, He saicl, “Minad if | 58 hene? and Make
clighn’t even hesigae: “1don't gihve a shit.
Womn're paving for it, anen't yous”

“That’s Mike,” e says, " What you sce
s what vou pet.”

elley expects to dec in his office.
Kl'll,r'd prefer it that way. ©1'nn ot

somebodly who's going 1o retire,”
iz sy, =1 just ndd bamle that way.”

He's a Type A personality. Mo apaolo-
s, Law is his life,

Omomost diys he™s up al 7 a.m., walch-
o3 e Towdery Shicae, socs his boys —
Brenden, 12, and Christopleer, 145 = ool B
srhool and then gets in his Mercedes (he
VTS SEVER), C1Me i sorme Rolling
Seoncs on the car's multidise CD changer
and leaves his Hunting Vallcy mansion far
the office. Two to three days a week
Kelley flies out of Burke Lakefrond Airpert
oo of his twen jets, seeking Cise feso-
D, atbencling one of e 15 1.5,
Bankneptey Court asbestos claimants
committees he sits on across the country
(hee chairs four), or meeting with loblby-
ists o peending tort refonm.

IFit's a summier evening and (e Trbe is
i novwen, Kelley may head over o Jacobs

Fichd tor gakor inoa game. Win or lose, kelkey

koves watching baseball I not, he's prob-
ably occupied managing his firm's sofihall
eanm, which last year hod the prestige of
iz e first i take trophics in both tae
cocd aned meen’s division af the long-stard-
ing Lawyers Saliball League of the
Clevelund Bar Association. Kelley says he
ruans his team like Mew York Yankee's
Iz honcho Gearge Sieinbioimner.

Then thene's Kelley™s pooent invest-
ment in Ferrara's arena football veam, the
Las Vegas Gladiaons. Acconding 1o
Kedley, the jury is still out on whether or
ot that was a sound investment.

Repgardless, lis mind, he sdmits, is
alwarys conoenirating on seme foet of

work and the firm.

Kelley pashes those asound bim with
Lhe same vigor thar e pushes himself.
His attormecys have cone (o expect calls
a9 pom., 10 pom. or oven midnaghit 1o
answer a question or address an issee,

“We're very hands-on and 1 just try i
frake sufe thal evervone keeps mockin®
angl podlin,” e savs. “This is ooy company.
This is ey mame: o the door, Dwant to
miake s i continues beyomi me, The
st wrany is than phdlosophy and thar cul-
e thiat | establish continues to grow
every day.”

Hee's thi olcesa anposmey in the fiems;
most of his aoemeys are in their 40s,

Kelley admyits he lets his temper get
away lirom him an times. Kodeness, par-
ticulbarly rowaed 3 chiem, panioularty
[roi VOour g, AFroganl Saimeys, s the

arships to both St Ignatiue and
Cleveland-Marshall Codlege: af Law, In
kind, Kelley insisis thai his atomeys par-
ticipate in their respective Lvw schools,
bath physically amd financially,

“It's very i|r|1p-urr.=n|: tome that we give
asense that as successful as we are we
don't ks sight of whene we came fronm
anil those nstiutions and peeple who
woere thore that gave ws that oppomuni-
ty,” he says.

For Kelley, he'll achieve his professson-
al peak wihen be has the right comling.
gl anl cases anw] storneys and e abiliy
tor seambesshy o in ond onst of things, 1o
concenirete an the fim ather than the
caseload,

“I'm nes there ver, but Um close,” he
says., “1'm reaching 3 poim that's comifon-
able enough where [ can walk away amd

“I'M A PRICK IN THE COURTROOM.
I'M A PRICK AT THE NEGOTIATING TABLE.

BUT THAT’S ALL PART OF THE SHOW.”

Mo, | spark to ignite a Kelley mnt,

“When I ilow, D blow,” he says. “But
than’s poday. Toemoreow ks differcns and
Vol ove o6,

“Mike comes off as rough i he's wpset
with poople,” Ferrane says, “Let's say
sopmcone fofgets o do scmetldng in s
case, say rissing a deadiine. He'll [fume],
‘How can you do that e this widow? How
can you s that deadBne®’ Sometimes
[youing aitormeys] don't have that drive (o
gor thar exara yard, and than bothers Mike.”

Drespite Kelley's cocasional ranting,
he's acbmined and respected by his siaff,
many of therm former [gnatios Wildesis, 2
Fadmiprant the e within the firm.

“There's a cone group [in the firm] that
lowcrkos nap ko Mike professionally,” Fermm
sxys, I some ways e s a legal father fig:
ure there.”

Eelley s a hig believer in giving back o
the commuendty, He and his wife, Lynn
Arko Kaelley (they mvet b Lewy school and
have been married since 19820, have
given more than 1 millken to Gikmone
Acadeny, where thedr roo children
atiend. They plan (o name the middcdle
sl there with anoher et i
dollar gift.

In addition, Kelley sponsors the 5t
Ignatius High Schasol Speakers Burean,
which in the past couple years hoas
brought in the likes of Ralph Nader and
George Will, and this year Al Sharpton,
He hzxs nban estabdished full anded sclsal

Fepeiniifg with pormisessn of fnekde Dunineae WMagmnizo

ne be there everyoky, hands on, ancd
kniro it'll be run right.”

In the meantime, he's prepaning anotly
mr adhsestor casee, this one seheduled foe
trial this summier,

It thiis onee"s a bit cifferent.

“When | was a voung kil ot of law
sl Imprmr:tcd heer dacl,”™ Kelbey
=ys, "He diesd of mesothelioma back in
the 19980 Tinfortunately, | represented
e v ez, B0, [ s (el of
micsothelioms] . When [she] was growing
up, heer pods was to wash the clothes.
Onece vou get the fibers on your clothing,
voul take them home. IFshe lad washed
e clishess as opgsosed 10 washing the
clothes she probably wouldn't have the
ilisease she has right mirw,

“she’s 50" he says. “She has mesothe-
lima. | suspect tat within the nexa 12 1o
18 awanths she'l be dezd.”

His client is undergaing a brucal regi-
men of experimental incatmons ar
University Hospritals and woorrics that the
mounting meaedical bills are burdening her
Earnily, which & used 1o Dwo incomes.

As with John Levak mearly 200 years car-
lier, Kelley has reassured her tinse and
time again her family will be taken care of
in thee emad.

=1 can't cure her,” HI.'"l.‘j' SAYS. “Ham ar
bmist | can deal with her financial fears for
i Fuiure.

“That's mvy promise.” &
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